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Council Connections
Parents, Teachers, All of Us

Message from Our Council President

Winter break is almost here!
As we get ready to wrap up 2019 and enjoy some well deserved time with our families, let us take a moment to look back and see how far we have come this year already! Take a moment to give yourself a pat
on your back for the awesome work you have been doing - helping your wonderful PTA commYOUnity!! In
just a few months of 2019, we have accomplished a lot indeed! You All Rock!!!
What are your plans for 2020?
We know you are thinking big, and all of our children in our wonderful RRISD PTA commYOUnity are
counting on us all to make 2020 the best for them. Of course it won’t be easy, it will need a lot of work,
but that's where our Awesome RRISD PTA Spirit comes in - we take on challenges, find innovative solutions, join hands together and make things happen!
Success is not one size fits all. We have a very diverse PTA community and each of our campuses has very
unique strengths and needs. But best of all, we are all together in this One Family. So when you dream big
for 2020, make sure to reach out to your neighbors, work together, celebrate together!! Not only is it better for everyone but it’s also more fun together!!!
And don’t forget us here at Council, we are always eager to hear from you. How can we help? Reach out to
the support officers assigned to your campus, and/or email me or just talk to any of our Council Executive
board members. We are all here for you!! Let’s meet, let’s discuss and let’s make 2020 even more awesome - making every child's potential a reality!!
Happy Holidays!
Thank you so much for all you do!!
-Snehal Phirke
President, RRISD Council of PTAs
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COUNCIL PTA PRIORITIES
# 1 Support Local PTA Leaders
#2 Conduct Business of the Council PTA
#3 Promote PTA
BLUE = Title 1 Campus
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Message from District Leadership
RRISD Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Steve Flores

I hope everyone had a restful Thanksgiving break and took some time to enjoy your friends and
families and count your blessings. Now, winter break is just around the corner. This time of year
is both joyful and frenetic—there is much to be done before we leave for the holidays, our students can be especially energetic (to put it mildly!) and many of us have a host of extra commitments and activities to attend. Take a deep breath, accomplish the task in front of you, and
don’t forget to take time to enjoy what this season should be about: peace, joy and love.
Each month, I have the privilege of meeting with 28 of Round Rock ISD’s best and brightest.
One of the greatest honors of being superintendent is interacting with our Student Advisory
Board. Why? Our students are truly amazing and each of us has a part in developing their leadership capacity. I launched this group when I became Superintendent in 2013 in an effort to be
sure we are consistently hearing from our most important stakeholders. The group is made up
of student council presidents of each middle and high school in the District, as well as junior and
senior class presidents. If you ever despair for the future, I promise you spending some time
with these young people will give you hope. They are articulate, thoughtful, brilliant, compassionate and eager to create change for good.
Each year, the group chooses a topic to focus on as a community project. For the past few
years, as we’ve discussed options, the subject of vaping has come up. Long before this was an
ever-present news story, our students have been sounding the alarm that e-cigarettes and vaping were becoming an epidemic among young people. This year, with mounting evidence on the
serious dangers related to vaping, the Student Advisory Board has decided that it is time for
them to concentrate their focus on the issue.
As luck would have it, it has become front and center on my radar as well, in part because of my
involvement with the American Heart Association's new initiative to tackle the teen vaping crisis.
I spent Nov. 14-15 as one of 11 superintendents from across the nation invited to participate on
a National Superintendent Forum on the epidemic of e-cigarette use at the American Heart Association’s premier annual cardiovascular meeting, Scientific Sessions, in Philadelphia.
We need more research in this critical area, but we know the outlook is dire. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, state and local health
departments and other clinical and public health partners are investigating a multistate outbreak
of lung injury associated with the use of e-cigarette or vaping products. As of October of this
year, 1,604 cases of e-cigarette or vaping product use associated with lung injury have been
reported to CDC from 49 states, the District of Columbia, and one U.S. territory. Thirty-four
deaths have been confirmed in 24 states as of October 22, 2019.
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Message from District Leadership
RRISD Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Steve Flores
(Continued)
At the end of the conference, the American Heart Association announced its End the Lies Youth
Vaping and Nicotine Research Initiative, with $20 million of funding for groundbreaking projects
that focus on understanding how nicotine impacts young people.
The pillars of the work include school strategy; youth engagement; local campaigns; national, regional and community dialogue; and, of course, science and research. But before I even returned
from Philadelphia to share this news, our own students here in Round Rock were brainstorming
similar strategies. They are still at the beginning of their work, but already they are planning
awareness campaigns for students, teachers and parents - all with targeted messages and mediums for the diverse audiences. They want to organize a town hall specifically for parents and to
look at policies in our District, including enforcement and discipline as well as the possibilities of
cessation programs and other avenues that offer help and assistance rather than just punitive
responses.
This is a national crisis that we still do not fully understand and the American Heart Association
has recognized that our schools are Ground Zero in this battle. But, more than that, our students
recognized it long ago. One of my favorite singers, Bono of U2, once said: “There is a time for
bold measures. This is the country and you are the generation.”
As I watched our fearless, tireless students at work, deep in discussion and debate, I couldn’t
help but think of those words and know that our students are ready for bold action on this and
many other important issues facing our community, our nation and our world.
Nothing makes me more proud or more hopeful in our future than watching these young minds at
work. This is why we serve. This is who we serve. Stay tuned for more information on the important work to come and the changes in how we address this issue. But, for now, know that, in
Round Rock ISD, our future is in good hands. And, it makes me proud to know each of your
hands have had something to do with that! We are always better together!

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed people can change
the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” - Margaret Mead
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Council PTA News
The 2019-20 RRISD Council of PTAs
Delegate Luncheon Meetings
Jan. 16, 2020
Mar. 24, 2020
Apr. 23, 2020
11:00am-1:00pm
Round Rock Sports Complex
400 Chisholm Trail, Round Rock, TX 78681
Questions? Contact Council VP of Hospitality at hospitality@rrisdpta.org,
or Council President, at president@rrisdpta.org.

COUNCIL CONNECTIONS NEWSLETTER
PTA leaders, Principals, District Leadership, District Partners, Business and Community PTA members, are all encouraged to submit a written contribution to our Council Connections Newsletter.
If you would like to be included, email a brief, 1/4 page length, article to the Council Connections PTA
Newsletter Editor, Sara Gandaría-Escamilla at newsletter@rrisdpta.org
A hard copy of the newsletter is distributed at each Delegate Luncheon Meeting and sent electronically
to all executive board members whose names have been uploaded to Texas PTA Two Step. During the
months when we do not have a Delegate Luncheon Meeting, a digital edition will be published and
distributed by email.

Next submission deadline is: Friday, January 10th 2020

Stay Connected with your RRISD Council of PTAs
Website: http://rrisd.council.my-pta.org

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/RRISDPTA

Twitter: https://twitter.com/RRISDPTA

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/rrisdpta/
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Council PTA Highlights
December 2019 National PTA News
By Heidi Schoenberger-Cobert
RRISD Council of PTAs National PTA Liaison

The National PTA has a variety of helpful Parent
Resources available on the National PTA website.
These recourses include: the Center for Family Engagement, the Parents' Guide to Student Success,
Family Guides; College and Career Readiness;
Health Tips; Safety News; a Special Education
Toolkit; and Our Children Magazine.
Our Children Magazine, the National PTA Magazine “for parents, by parents,” is available online
at: https://ptaourchildren.org/. This site offers parenting, education, wellness and family fun tips to
help children excel at school and in life. Besides
the digital magazine, there is also the Our Children
e-newsletter.
Registration is now open, and early bird pricing is
available until January 3rd, for the 2020 National
PTA Legislative Conference (LegCon) being held
March 10th-12th in the Washington, D.C. Metro
area. Don’t miss the chance to expand your
knowledge of federal law, grow your advocacy
skills, explore National PTA’s legislative priorities
for the 116th Congress, and meet with your federal
representatives on Capitol Hill. For more information email: LegCon@pta.org.

cators to discuss trending digital issues and empower them to use technology responsibly, respectfully, critically and creatively. The National PTA
will “continue the conversation” throughout the
month of February.
A special way the National PTA is celebrating family engagement is through Take Your Family to
School Week, February 16th-23rd, 2020. Schools
are encouraged to choose a theme for the week and
host an event. Following, are the National PTA
program categories: Health & Safety, Literacy,
Digital Learning, and STEM.

Clothes Closet
Clothes Closet Hours
Anderson Mill Elementary
Tuesdays
10AM-noon.
Voigt Elementary
Tuesdays and Wednesdays
9:30-11:30AM.

Check out the National PTA Events throughout the
year. Find and interact with upcoming National
Volunteers are always welcome and donations of
PTA events by downloading the National PTA
Events app. This free app is available for download clean, gently used clothes are always appreciated
and needed.
on the Apple Store. It’s also available on Google
Play.
If you would like more information about volunSafer Internet Day is on February 11th, 2020. Safer teering at or donating to the Clothes Closet, please
Internet Day is an international education and
contact Cecelia Zapalac
awareness effort. The day brings communities to- at clothescloset@rrisdpta.org
gether to address online issues such as cyberbullying and social networking for a safer and better internet. Hosted by Connect Safely, Safer Internet
Day features events for parents, students and edu-

C o un cil C onnec ti ons
P arents , Te acher s, Al l of Us

O c t ober 2019

Council PTA Highlights
End of 2019 Treasurer Advice
By Liz Cantrell, Treasurer RRISDCouncil of PTAs
Happy December, Fellow Treasurers!
December means the holiday season is upon us, and
before we know it, 2019 will be coming to a close.
The new year brings tax filing season, so let’s talk
about sales tax.
If your PTA holds a sales tax permit, sales tax returns are due January 21, 2020 to the Texas State
Comptroller. The return must be filed if you have a
permit, even if you have no sales tax due during the
reporting period. The Texas State Comptroller does
charge a fee for filing late, so be sure to have your
return in the mail on time.

Reflections Updates
By Monica Welch,
Reflections Chair
RRISD Council of PTAS

The Reflections Council Judging was a huge success! Thanks to approximately 60 volunteers and the
dedication of countless parents at home, 444 pieces
of student art, photography, literature, music, and
film were judged at the Council Level Reflections
Judging Event on the evening of Dec 4 at RRHS.
Based on each student's creative interpretation of this
year's theme, LOOK WITHIN, judges placed entries
into the following categories:

Overall Award of Excellence
Given to one entry per category for each age group.
These entries will represent RRISD Council of PTAs
Start gathering the information you need to complete at the state level. The state judging event takes place
mid-February.
the return. If your PTA files quarterly, you’ll need
information on sales and taxes collected from OctoAward of Excellence
ber-December. If your PTA files annually, you’ll
1st Place, Blue Ribbon
need sales info for the entire calendar year, January
through December, so you’ll need the sales tax info
Award of Merit
from the second half of the previous fiscal year as
2nd Place, Red Ribbon
well as the first half of this fiscal year.
I’ve had several people ask about tax free days.
Honorable Mention
Each PTA is allowed 2 tax-free days per calendar
3rd
Place, White Ribbon
year. Whether you are filing for the entire year, or
just for October-December, you should check tax
returns and sales for the whole of 2019 to see if your The awards ceremony for ALL students with entries
PTA has already claimed any tax-free days in 2019. at this Council level event will be on February 10 at
7pm in the Cedar Ridge PAC. Each student will
Tax-free days must be voted on prior to the event.
More information on tax-free days, collecting sales cross the stage and receive their award. We look
forward to celebrating with you there!
tax, and completing your sales tax return can be
found in the BASICS Treasurer Resource Guide at
txpta.org/treasurer. To can find information on your
PTA’s filing period or sales tax permit status, visit
the TX State Comptroller’s website:
www.comptroller.texas.gov.
Keep an eye out for treasurer training dates coming
soon, and please feel free to contact me with any
questions or concerns.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to
contact me at treasurer@rrisdpta.org.
(Click the image to join the Facebook Event)
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Council PTA Highlights
TIPS FOR EFFECTIVE EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS:
1. Support the Mission and Purposes of PTA.
2. Treat each board member with dignity and respect.
3. Approach all interactions and tasks positively, in word and deed.
4. Agree to disagree.

5. Recognize differences and use those differences for the benefit of all.
6. Focus on contributing to the good of the whole. Cast personal agendas aside.
7. Learn from the past, but always work in the present, with an eye on the future.
8. Provide leadership, support and encouragement.
9. Address questions or comments to individuals privately.
10. Listen quietly, without interruption.
11. Stand up to be seen. Speak up to be heard. Sit down to listen.
12. Smile. You are working for every child …one voice

Please Consider Becoming a PTA CommYOUnity Member
As a PTA Community Member, your generosity and
dedication to education sets you apart through your significant
commitment to RRISD and more than 51,000 students.
Partner with us in achieving PTA's mission to “make each
child’s potential a reality by engaging and empowering
families and communities to advocate for all children!”
As a RRISD Community Member, you will be recognized
with a certificate to proudly hang in your home, office or
business; a window decal for your car or business window,
and acknowledgement on our
RRISD Council of PTAs website.
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Local PTA News/Spotlights
Berkman PTA
•

Berkman PTA is excited to host a Holiday
Shopwith Penguin Patch on December 9th-13th
during school from 12-2:45pm. Our students
•
will be able to shop for their families for the
Holidays. Penguin Patch will provide us with
products that range in price from .25 cents to
$14. We will also provide wrapping for them
and help them write who the gift is for. While
•
they shop they will learn about giving along
with how to count money. It's a great event for
•
our students. We also have the ability to help
those students whose families cannot participate
financially, by letting them shop on our behalf.
It's an amazing week of Joy just seeing all of
our kids happy.

nated they Turkey and coordinated dessert donations from our parents. The teachers and staff
enjoyed their meal.
This month we hosted our annual Holiday Shop.
Helping our students find a gift for their friends
and family is always one of our favorite fundraisers of the year.
Holiday Shop week ended with a Family Movie
Night viewing of the Polar Express.
For our December Teacher Appreciation,
Callison PTA will wrap gifts for our teachers
and staff while they enjoy some hot chocolate.

Canyon Vista MS PTA
Blackland PTA

•

•

Blackland Prairie Elementary started the fall off
strong with our fall donation drive fundraiser,
•
raising over $37,000. We celebrated the
achievement with a movie night for the entire
school.
•

•

We had great participation for Reflections this
year. Two of our students were chosen to go on
to State Judging!
After providing pies for our teachers to show
them how Thankful we were, we celebrated the
holiday season with our annual Cocoa and Carols event which provides some holiday shopping with both community and student vendors,
as well as Santa, community performers, cookies and of course cocoa!

Callison PTA
•

At 316 members we have already surpassed last year’s membership numbers
and are at an all time high.

•

In November Callison helped our teachers with
their annual Thanksgiving Luncheon. PTA do-

•

During the 1st week of October 2019 CVMS
PTA / Parent volunteers assisted with State
mandated Hearing & Vision Screening for 7th
Grade Students.

In the 3rd week of October CVMS PTA parent
volunteers donated soups, salads, fruit and desserts for the annual CVMS Staff Luncheon. The
variety of food that was donated, was very much
appreciated by the CVMS staff.
In November CVMS PTA collected "virtual"
pies for all of the 148 teachers, administrators
and faculty to show our thanks for all of the incredibly hard work they do to further our children's education.
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Local PTA News/Spotlights
Chandler Oaks PTA

successfully placed Crayon and Marker recycling stations at different locations in the school.
The other objectives of this program include
having earth friendly class parties, reduce use of
prints, use more electronic modes of communication. They plan to increase awareness for recycling, reusing and reducing through this program. We at EEE PTA are proud to have this
new committee in action for the welfare of our
future generations. We wish them great success
in the coming years!

•

We can’t believe first semester is already coming to an end and plans for second semester are
underway.

•

Our PTA membership continues to grow.

•

COE PTA awarded $3535.07 to Chandler Oaks
Teachers through our Fall Mini Grant program.
We love supporting new and innovative ideas to
help our children learn!

•

Our Annual PTA sponsored Trunk-Or-Treat was
Great Oaks PTA
a huge success! It was chilly outside, but the
kids had fun at the costume parade and checking • As a civics lesson, our PTA hosted an election to
out all the amazing, creative trunks.
choose our carnival theme. It took place on
Election Day, and the students choose “Outer
We are looking forward to our Free Family
Space,” for this year’s theme.
Movie Night, a Parent Education class and
Spring Teacher Mini Grants to kick off second • We provided all of our teachers and staff with a
semester when we return in January. We wish
pie of muffins for Thanksgiving.
everyone a safe and enjoyable Winter Break!
• This month we started planning for our Annual
Celebration of Cultures that will take place early
in 2020.

•

Elsa England PTA
•

“There

is no Plan-et B” is what keeps motivating
Shilpa Kale and Priya Nambiar at Elsa England
Elementary PTA. These highly motivated “Go
Green Stars” successfully launched the Go
Green Program at our school. The program took
off on the National Recycling day, November
15th, 2019. Shilpa and Priya expressed their desire to start something which promotes the concept of reduce, recycle and reuse. They strongly
believe that if we start with our kids through
PTA we will be able to make a better impact.
Nish Jindani, our Programs Coordinator, kickstarted the program with a plan that included
recommendations to reduce, recuse and recycle.
Our school Principal Ms Jana Stowe also offered
all her support to make this program a success.
She also shared her plan to get water bottle refilling stations installed Our PTA members
agreed to fund this item this year. Further Shilpa and Priya got very constructive encouragement from the EEE third grade team. Under the
guidance of Ms Sawyers, Ms Lilleboe and Ms
Cho EEE PTA environmental committee has

PTA TRAINING EVENTS
Keep on the look out
for future training events,
Leader 2 Leader
Networking, LUNCH &
Learns, Roundtables and
more coming this year!
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Local PTA News/Spotlights
Grisham PTA
•
In November we hosted GRIZZGIVING!!

This is a Grizzly-style celebration of thankfulness! More than 150 family members joined
their kids for lunch and a fun dessert/game time
in the gym. Parents donated 750+ servings of
desserts and the PTA served them. Students enjoyed small group time to hear why their teachers are thankful for THEM! While their kids received this amazing encouragement from their
teachers, parents joined the PTA in a Parent
Lounge for coffee, tea, and time to get to know
one another. We know that when parents are engaged with the school, student academic performance increases. What is more welcoming than
coffee, tea, a meal, delicious desserts, and fun?
Thank you to the 60 parents who donated desserts for more than 750 students and guests!
Thank you to the 20+ parents who volunteered.
Most importantly, thank you to the 150 families
who joined us for Grizzgiving!

•

•

•

•

•

•

Jollyville PTA
•

We've just finalized the purchase of new picnic
tables for the playground to help fill a need for
our students and teachers to have a space to sit
during recess and other activities.

•

We had our Fall Carnival on November 9th.

•

Our holiday shop opens on the 9th of December. Big thanks to our executive board and all
our volunteers!

Teravista PTA
•

•

•

Stony Point HS PTSA
•

•
•

Stony Point PTSA had several PTSA membership drives and spirit wear sales including Junior
Night. This is a night for students and parents to
meet with teachers to review the upcoming year.
In November we also supported our last home
football game.
As part of our teacher appreciation, the Stony
Point PTSA hosted its annual Fall Teacher Chili

luncheon. We had several of our members donate their time, chili expertise, and volunteerism
to support this event. A big thanks to them!
In early November, Stony Point PTSA began a
new community partnership with BBVA.
BBVA and Stony Point PTSA will partner to
provide financial literacy to students/parents and
teachers via workshops and electronic communications. In addition, BBVA has signed up to be
one of our Sponsors.
Lastly, we are in the beginning stages of applying for the 2020-2022 National PTA School of
Excellence, and we will begin reviewing and
potentially updating the SPHS PTSA By-laws.
In early December, we will host a fundraising
night at Chipotle in Round Rock in the University Oaks shopping center
We are participating in the annual Teacher Gala
in mid-December which is designed to show
continued appreciation for the great work the
teachers provide the Round Rock Community
This month we will also begin planning for our
first annual Harlem Wizards basketball event in
April 2020

Teravista has had a wonderful few months! We
had an amazingly successful Lighthouse Festival
that our community was able to thoroughly enjoy.
We’re gearing up for the holidays with our
school’s annual Giving Tree, which supports
families needing help within our school.
We also had students make cards for a local
nursing home at our CommunityFest, where we
provided hot chocolate and cookies as well. The
end of 2019 has been great for our school and
we are looking forward to an even better 2020!
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RRISD PTA Partners
Changing the Social Media Conversation with Students
By Amy Grosso, PhD
Coordinator of Future Readiness
The last month I had the opportunity to talk with middle school students on their social media use. Usually
as adults when we have a discussion on this topic we take the approach of telling them what not to do and
how social media can wreck their lives. Since this tactic leaves students tuned out I decided to take a different approach. We talked about the difference between intent versus impact. During the short discussion, we
looked at three different scenarios and how someone’s intent was not as important as the impact they had
with their use of technology. The idea was to give students a way to make wise decisions instead of telling
them what to do. I encourage you to have this type of discussion with your children instead of just telling
them what to do. If we equip kids with the tools to make wise decisions, we might be surprised by the decisions they make. A great resource on the topic is the book Social Media Wellness by Ana Homayoun.
You are always welcome to contact me with questions: 512-464-5976, amy_grosso@roundrockisd.org,
@amylgrosso.
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RRISD PTA Partners

A special message from Round Rock Chamber
President and CEO, Jason Ball.

HERstory
Saturday December 14. 1-5pm
Westwood High School
12400 Mellow Meadow Lane, Austin TX

We would like to extend congratulations to Round
Rock ISD Superintendent Dr. Steve Flores on
behalf of the Round Rock business community. Dr.
Flores has been named Superintendent of the Year
by the Austin Chamber of Commerce. He was
A 4-5 hour career exploration event that celebrates
announced to be the winner on November 6 and
and encourages young women to engage in the
was given this recognition at the Austin Chamber’s
STEM
fields. There will be a panel of speakers,
State of Education event on November 14. In
several
displays/interactive
booths, and snacks and
choosing Dr. Flores for this recognition, the Austin
refreshments. Contact Joel Taylor for more
Chamber cited the Round Rock ISD’s Distininformation,joel_taylor@roundrockisd.org
guished Achievement Plan, SAT programs to allow
all high school juniors to take the SAT for free, and
college and career readiness rates that are some of
the highest in the region and the state. The Austin
Chamber also highlighted the AAA rating RRISD
maintains with both the Moody’s and Fitch rating
agencies. In fact, more RRISD campuses earned an
A in 2019 than in 2018, and 73% of RRISD campuses posted either an A or a B on the state
accountability system.
A strong school system that serves students well is
also one that helps create an environment to support economic vitality. The business community
recognizes that students are the priority in excellent
schools, along with teachers and staff that make
great learning environments possible. Round Rock
ISD is a critical education partner in our efforts to
engage workforce and connect graduates with
career opportunities or ongoing education in our
region. In a system serving more than 50,500
students, 6,400 faculty and staff, on 55 campuses, it
takes engaging leaders to keep everyone moving
forward together. Congratulations Dr. Flores!

Did you miss the presentation
by Dr. Amy Grosso?
See the slides here!
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RRISD PTA COMMUNITY MEMBERS
On behalf of the RRISD Council of PTAs, we would like to recognize the following PTA
ComYOUnity Members.
Platinum individuals and/or businesses joined EVERY PTA in RRISD.
PLATINUM PREMIER

PLATINUM PLUS

Gold individuals or businesses joined 22 PTAs in RRISD
GOLD PREMIER
GOLD PLUS

PLATINUM BASIC

GOLD BASIC

Joined 7 PTAS in RRISD
SILVER
GRADE LEVEL HS

GRADE LEVEL MS

FEEDER PATTERN MEMBERS
Soap Box Carwash

GRADE LEVEL ELEM
Peppermint Village Gifts
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RRISD PTA Community Members

December/January Observances
National Homework Week 12/2-12/8
National Safe Toys and Gifts Month- December
Family Fit Lifestyle Month– January
School Board Appreciation Month

Have you joined the private
RRISD PTA Facebook Group?
Find it by searching:
RRISD Local PTA
Board Q&A
It’s a great place to share
ideas and ask questions.
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RRISD PTA Community Members

Spirit Night Opportunity from CodeWizardsHQ
Student, teachers, and parents are the true essence of a school. Being
an active part of your educational community creates cohesiveness
and fosters student growth and development!
CodeWizardsHQ is an immediate catalyst for innovative, empowering
and positive individual learner growth at each of our partner schools.
This is why we love to bring Coding Spirit Night to schools. As the
Language of the Future, we believe that coding should be accessible to
every student in the world. Computing jobs are the #1 source of new
wages in the United States, with a projected growth rate double that of
all other jobs. Consider the opportunities it would create for your students when they graduate!! We are excited to currently be partnering
with Walsh Middle school to host a 1-hour live, online coding workshop in which students:
Learn to Code in the Popular Programming Language Python
Get an Introduction to Real, Text Coding (no drag & drop)
Do Hands-on Coding Exercises
Evaluate whether he/she will Enjoy Learning to Code
CodeWizardsHQ nurtures curiosity and builds confidence while promoting computational thinking.
Let’s get your students started today!
Sign up for your own Coding Spirit Night by visiting:

https://codewizardshq.com/pta/

Get your Business Logo here when you
Become a Business PTA Member
Contact membership@rrisdpta.org
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Texas PTA News/Highlights
Application Open for
Texas PTA Board of Directors
The Texas PTA Nominating Committee
is seeking volunteer leadership to serve
on the 2020-2022 Texas PTA Board of
Directors. All applications must be subm i t t e d b y 1 1 : 5 9 p m o n S u n d a y, J a n u a r y
5, 2020.

More information and application can
b e f o u n d a t : https://www.txpta.org/txpta-nominations

Texas PTA has partnered with PTAEZ
t o o f f e r a n e w m e m b e r s h i p t r a c k i n g s ys tem and cloud-based financial managem e n t s ys t e m .

T h e m e m b e r s h i p t r a c k i n g s ys t e m w i l l b e
free for all PTAs in Texas. This feature
w i l l go l i v e i n J a n u a r y. F o r t h e m e m bership portion instructions go here.
The cloud-based financial management
s ys t e m i s a v a i l a b l e n o w . Li k e P T A v e n u e , t h e f i n a n c i a l m a n a ge m e n t s ys t e m i s a p a i d s u b s c r i p t i o n . Le a r n m o r e
here.
PT-Avenue is closing on December 31,
2019. Data cannot be retrieved after
this date.

Two Ways to Share Your Ideas with Texas PTA
Did you know that you
can share your successes
with Texas PTA?
Texas PTA is proud of the amazing programs and services offered by our Local
and Council PTAs throughout the state!
One of the most important benefits of
PTA is access to a strong network of innovative and successful PTA Leaders, and
we're excited to collect and share some of
the best success stories out there.
They're all the Talk of Texas!
Submit Here:

https://fs1.formsite.com/txpta/form615/index.ht
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National PTA News & Tips

Take ActionWrite your Legislators
Make a Donation
Take a Stand

Sign up for PTA Boot Camp by Dec. 31
And you will be entered into a drawing to win 1 of 5 ShopPTA.com gift cards.
Flex your PTA muscles in a 7-day Boot Camp supported by National PTA. You will be provided with daily
emails full of practical tips, template tools and inspirational thoughts in the areas you need most:
Leadership
Recruit more volunteers and keep them motivated to
make a difference for the students at your school.
Finance
Eliminate the stress of creating a budget, monthly
treasurer’s reports, and tracking dollars and cents.
Membership
Explode your membership with a P.L.A.N. that has
been proven to increase membership in PTAs nationwide!
Programs
Design your PTA calendar with awesome programs
like Reflections, STEM + Families and School of
Excellence.

PTA Grants & Fundraising
Value time by raising money in simpler ways, such
as applying for a PTA grant.
Family Engagement
Create the “village” we all dream of by engaging
and empowering more families using our “4 I’s” of
family engagement.
Advocacy
Be a change maker for the children of your school,
community and state. We’ll take the mystery out of
“advocacy” and show you how you can focus your
time and energy to make a huge impact.
Bonus Day
Get inspired to be the leader others look up to with
an ABCs of leadership lesson from National PTA
President Leslie Boggs.
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National PTA News & Tips
How to Engage Underrepresented Groups
Part 4 of 4

https://www.pta.org/home/run-your-pta/Diversity-Inclusion-Toolkit/supporting-multicultural-membership-growth

Create Community Connections
Which groups and organizations are active in the neighborhoods served by
your PTA? Not only can partnering with such organizations create greater
shared resources and alliances to serve families and schools, but these
groups can help connect you with traditionally underrepresented families
through their own activities, leaders and members.
Some tips to consider:
Reach out to social clubs, service agencies, public libraries and parks, civic organizations, foundations, police and fire stations, hospitals, religious organizations and community service groups.
In deciding which groups to engage, ask yourself: What can these groups potentially bring to a collaborative relationship with PTA that would be useful, valuable or a resource in advocating for children? Consider the ways that potential partners’ missions overlap with PTA goals, as well as any challenges in reaching
out to these groups.
Collaborate with community-based organizations that serve target populations. For example, developing
partnerships with organizations that serve Hispanic families can create important alliances.
Additional resources for creating community connections can be found in the online version of this Toolkit
under Best Practices. They include: “Building and Working with Communities” and Collaborative Leadership.”

Serve as an Information Resource for Parents, Families, Educators and Community
Groups
Families and community groups are more likely to partner with PTA when they see the benefits that PTA
provides. Some ways you can demonstrate your value to the school and community include the following:
Provide information about current issues. Make use of PTA position statements and resolutions.
Distribute information about community resources that serve cultural, recreational, academic, health, social
and other needs of families and educators.
Provide information to the community, including those without school-age children, about school programs, events and needs.
Empower parents with access to conference workshops and e-learning modules on parenting skills.
Publicize information about National PTA’s corporate sponsors and discounts.
Spread the word about PTA leadership and training opportunities, including Emerging Minority Leader
Conferences, state and national conventions, and the online E-Learning Library.
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Real Experts. Real Parents. Real Conversations.
We are excited to introduce—Notes from the Backpack: A PTA Podcast for busy parents (like you!)
who have a lot to keep up with at home and throughout the school year.
Each 30-minute podcast will give you the inside scoop on how to help your child succeed in and out
of school. You'll hear unique perspectives from experts, parents and educator guests who will give
you real-life advice and ideas you can use!

Just search for "Notes from the Backpack" on your favorite podcast app and subscribe!
For more information visit:https://www.pta.org/center-for-family-engagement/notes-from-the-backpack

National PTA is now accepting nominations
for the 2020 Advocacy Awards through
Dec. 18, 2019!
If you know of an outstanding youth or individual PTA advocate, or a local unit or state
PTA that has done great advocacy work, nominate them to receive an award for their efforts
from National PTA at the 2020 Legislative
Conference. You can also nominate yourself!
For more Information please visit the
National Advocacy Award Page.
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